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A Letter from Dr. Torrey to Ainos Eaton. 

Id lieu of a biographical sketch this month the following ex- 
tracts from a letter of Dr. John Torrey to Amos Eaton are given : 

" Dear Friend : — I send you a copy of the Constitution, 
etc., of our Society which we formed last winter. We are now in 
possession of our room in the New York Institution — we have 
already a considerable collection of minerals, plants, insects, etc. 
You may see an account of the Society in Bigelow Magazine. 
We meet once a week, have plenty of business, and T assure you 
we are in a great way. The resident members are mostly young 
men, and very zealous. Rafinesque, Knevely and myself were 
lately sent on an expedition to explore the Highlands, where we 
found some new species of plants. Rafinesque found two new fish. 
I have returned and left them there ; they are going to explore 
the Shawangunk and Catskill mountains before they return. Send 
me every new thing you hear of relating to natural history, all 
your remarkable observations relating to the physiology of 
plants, etc. The Lyceum have resolved to publish a catalogue 
of the plants growing within thirty miles of New York. Rafin- 
esque, Knevely and myself are a committee to carry it into effect. 
It was our intention at first to have given a flora with full de- 
scriptions, but found it a much greater labor than we expected, 
so have put it off till next spring — in the meantime the catalogue 
will appear. 

"Send all your doubtful plants. I expect we can ascertain 
them among us, as we have several good botanists among us. 
Send particularly your grapes and ferns. Your Sanguisorba 
media is Plantago Virginica ! I shall send you duplicates of all 
my new species that I have, with descriptions. 

" Who understands the grapes and Cryptogamia best that 
you are acquainted with? Send me word, I should like to corres- 
pond and exchange with him. 



290 BOTANICAL GAZETTE. 

''Eddy and myself are now arranging his herbarium, which 
is in great confusion — the most of his plants he has not seen for 
several years. The whole he has deposited in the Lyceum. It 
contains many plants from the pine barrens of New Jersey, many 
from Georgia by Le Conte, some of which are new. Many of 
Pursh's new species were furnished him by Le Conte, Eddy, etc., 
for which he has not made any acknowledgement. Rafinesque 
discovered Drosera fili/ormis in 1802, and published it in 1811 
in his Precis des Decouvertes (f) ; this and many other species 
Pursh has stolen. 

"The circular address of Rafinesque which I send you will 
give you some* idea of his character. He is the the best naturalist 
I am acquainted with, but he is too fond of novelty. He finds 
too many new things. All is new ! new ! He has an opinion 
that there are no plants common to Europe and America. Gali- 
um aparine is G. aparinoides, Raf., etc., etc. 

" I have lately had a great dispute with Raf. respecting Bol- 
ton's Fungi, whether it was of Halifax in Nova Scotia or Eng- 
land. He asserted that it was Halifax in England, and I as 
strongly denied it, but on referring to the copy in the Hosp. 
Library, I was obliged to give up. I believe you were as much 
mistaken as I was. 

" I suppose you are tired of reading, so farewell. 
"Your friend, 




"P. S. We have received Elliott's Botany of Carolina and 
Georgia, as far as Pentandria digyna, 1 vol., 8vo. It contains 
full descriptions as far as it goes, and is the best book on Ameri- 
can botany ever published. Tell me whether yon want any sub- 
scriptions for your Botany of the Northern Stales; if you do I can 
get about sixty in the course of a week (I think). It would be 
a good time to publish it now, as you may [be] anticipated by some 
other botanist if you delay it till next summer. Eddy has pro- 
posed to me to publish with him a flora of one hundred miles 
around New York. We have together about 1,400 species, but 
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I do not think myself competent to join in so important a work. 
If I can render you any assistance by communicating to you de- 
scriptions or specimens of plants, I shall do it with the greatest 
pleasure." 

Remakks. — These extracts include all of the botanical matter 
of this letter. There is no date, but we can judge that from various 
allusions. The Lyceum of Natural History to which he refers 
was founded in 1820, I think, and this is a year after. Elliott's 
Botany was published (Vol. I.) in 1821. The letter is specially 
interesting as containing an opinion of Rafinesque by one of his 
contemporaries, and one who apparently knew him very well. 
"He is the best naturalist I am acquainted with," are the words, 
"but he is too fond of novelty. He finds too many new things — 
all is new ! new ! '' a fault which is common to many even of our 
modern scientists, and for which Rafinesque ought not to be 
blamed any more than another. — Jos. T. James. 



Botany at the Minneapolis Meeting of the A. A. A. S. 

This meeting was a memorable one for botanists, there being 
more in attendance than ever before, and for the first time botan- 
ical papers were in the majority in the section of biology. But, 
after all, the interest at such a time is not so much in the papers 
read as in the personal contact of the workers who may long 
have known of each other but never have met, and for whom 
the clasp of the hand and the glance of the eye cements a friend- 
ship already formed. At such times beginners meet with the 
leaders whose names are household words, and find them genial, 
hearty, whole-souled men, with a cheering word for all, and they 
return with fresh zeal to their work ; at the same time these lead- 
ers have largely augmented their following. Botanical zeal ran so 
high that it finally culminated in the formation of an American 
Botanical Club, having no constitution or by-laws, but simply to 
be an association of botanists who are members of the A. A. A. S., 
for the purpose of general botanical conference and excursions 
during the meetings of the American Association. Prof. W. J. 
Beal was chosen President, and Prof. J. M. Coulter Secretary of 
this club, which expects to enter fairly on its work at the next 
meeting in Philadelphia. The members enrolled at Minneapolis 
are as follows: W. J. Beal, J. M Coulter, W. G. Farlow, C. E. 
Bessey, J. C. Arthur, W. R. Dudley, Dr. Geo. Vasey, Dr. E. L. 
Sturtevant, Lillie J. Martin, Mrs. Ellen B. Reed, Dr. P. R. Hoy, 
N. S. Townshend, Warren H. Manning, Sadie M. Manning, C. 



